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Chickamauga ð One of the best reenactments Iõve been 

to in a long time ð my hatõs off to the people who put this 

on. Our camp was in the open woods with water and 

portalets close by. My only complaint, the directional 

signs to the event site were too small to be seen and not 

seeable at night.  

 

The 4th KY had 19 men present for duty. We were the 

smallest company. This was the largest turnout in Col. 

Neelõs battalion that Iõve seen. General Rambo, our Bri-

gade General was elevated to General of the Army of 

Tennessee since Gen. Moore could not attend the event 

and has since resigned.  

 

Saturday morning drill went well on both the Company, 

Battalion, & Brigade levels. This reenactment had some 

òfirstsó in it for the 4th. During the Saturday afternoon 

battle, we had to wade across a creek and through a 

mud hole that filled your boots up from top down! But 

by doing that, we flanked the Yankees out of their posi-

tion at the bridge. We almost emptied out our cartridge 

boxes in this battle.  

 

Saturday night we did Clayburnõs Night Assault. This 

was spectacular. Most of the boys said this was the 

highlight of the weekend. The Yankees were on one hill 

with their Infantry & Artillery and we were on another 

hill with ours. We blasted away at each other until the 

smoke got so thick, you couldnõt see. While this was 

going on, pyrotechnics  were going off over our heads 

in numerous air bursts. The march back in the dark 

gave us an idea of how the soldiers marched in the dark 

in 1863ð couldnõt see anything, just the man in front of 

you. If he went into a hole, you did too. Whatõs amazing 

is Luther Hatcher didnõt fall down one time at this reen-

actment! He always been good for at least one fall in a 

ditch or creek during the weekend.  

 

Sundayõs battle for me was the highlight. Iõm also a rail-

road buff. As the A.O.T. was forming up & marching to 

battle, I heard a steam train whistle blow and I looked 

back and there sits a steam train & itõs unloading the 

Army of Northern Virginia troops. They formed up & 

marched to our help taking Snodgrass Hill. We ad-

vanced on the hill 3 times and are repulsed. One the 

3rd assault the whole company takes a canister hit from 

the artillery & goes down. As we are laying there, the 

A.N.V. and whatõs left of the A.O.T. make a charge over 

us. You couldnõt see them, but only hear them as they 

moved over us to the attack. Itõs a different feeling lay-

ing on the ground, with the ground shaking every time 

a cannon goes off and sounds of battle as it sweeps over 

you and then back again.  

  

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE WEEKEND  

¶ Having new recruit Don Mattingly fall in for his first 
eventð great job  

¶ To all our new recruits, you performed as veteran 
troops  

¶ The Campð couldnõt see anything modern. Open 
woods 

¶ The sutlersð plenty of them with quality items  

¶ The Battlesð Burned plenty of powder ð everyone 
went home with empty cartridge boxes  

¶ The steam trainð I wish we could have rode it.  

¶ Having 1,000 A.N.V. troops show up for this West-
ern event  

¶ General Rambo presenting the 4th Ky. a battle flag 
from the ladies at Fat Anneõs School for Wayward 

Girls  

¶ The execution of a deserter  
       (where is Sam Turk?? Did he desert to Alabama?)  

¶ Seeing Vice President Dick Chaney at  
       Chickamauga Battlefield  

 

NEGATIVES OF THE WEEKEND  

¶ The big coffee pot sprang a leak ð Had to make a lot 
of coffee in the small pot.  

¶ Having 1st Corp. Ben Greene tell us heõs moving to 
Arkansas and will have to step down as 1st Corpo-

ral.ð Good luck Ben with your promotion. Come 

back next year when you can.  

¶ George singing òla la la wooó 
 

 

I want to compliment my NCOs for the great job at 

Chickamauga. I also want to compliment the men in 

ranks. We were some of the best drilled, and by far, 

had the most in sync firing of any unit on the field. 

When we fired by company volley, it sounded like one 

gun.  

 

Your Obedient Servant,  

 

C.H. Johnston 
 

C.H. Johnston Captain 
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